Omar Again 

By A. J. Arberry 

T HERE’S never two without a third, they say. So I might have guessed, 
after being twice unsuspectingly drawn into this Omar business, that 
presently I should be bothered again. But I didn’t guess ; and so it was a 
surprise, and I suppose as a pretender to scholarship I ought to say a pleasant 
surprise, when last fall (my transatlanticism is not without justification) 
I received a letter from Professor Arthur Upham Pope asking me if I would like 
to have a look at yet another ancient codex of Omar that had turned up, this 
time in New York. I fell ; and these notes are the first fruits of that trans- 
digression. I don’t know yet who owns the thing ; it flew the Atlantic twice 
to my knowledge ; where its present resting place may be I cannot imagine. 

Or if in Balkh or Nishapur . . . 

Perhaps, it could be, Chicago. 

It is a little, nice sort of manuscript, easy to slip into the pocket, pretty to 
pick out and read. It begins with a selection from Mu‘izzi. The front flyleaf has 
a seal that says Diya’ al-Shu‘ara’ Muhammad Baqir, 1322, and another one 
reading ‘Abd Allah 1104 Muhammad Baqir Husain al-Husaini. The latter 
must have been engraved long before the book came to that owner, because 
Muhammad Baqir ibn Muhammad Husain al-Husaini inscribed in Rajab 1130 
that it had just entered his possession (dakhalafi naubati is how he modestly 
puts it) by inheritance. ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Muhammad Mu‘in had his turn of 
it later in the century, for his laconic seal’s date is 1175. 

The title of NY (my provisional indication for this newly discovered 
manuscript of Omar) is as follows : — 

f ^ ^ 0* 

The title of C (the Cambridge codex, so far unpublished, the basis of my 
verse translation that came out in spring, 1952) is : — 

'h-)\ 

The beginning of NY is : — 

That is precisely how C starts. 

NY contains 247 quatrains, arranged four to the page, one (78, 120) occurring 
twice in slightly different forms. Of these 247, no fewer than 245 are also 
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present in C, and all 172 of ACB (Mr. Chester Beatty’s copy, which I published 
in 1949) are there. The two odd items in NY are : — 

121 

jV; J. S - 'J' 

A -J 

K — <_?■! ir-^ -J. S f A - > -' 5 

This is identical (for those who know my cyphers) with Chr 1 15 F 149 N 350 
R 257 W 392. 

146 

O— eZ — ^ OA • jO S ti' 

Cs+*>\ ®Aa£ Cj jU. jA-Jij^- 




✓ — W" • 

dA^i 0)1— *1 y ^ 


This is the same as R 1 19. The partly unpointed word OjU stands for OjU>. 
The colophon of NY runs thus. 


j\A*s 

L Ojl-X’ L ^03 ^ — *xh> J\ 

c)^>- jf ^ * j , yr Aj l» ^)^A*t« A*> I 

***** *sir* ^ ilxjl 

^ £yd)\ y oil >>a1| A*.*]| Ai 

y ^IL.)! A 

<jfay*ax. ll 


That, for the benefit of any reader who may be deficient in Persian, states the 
manuscript was compiled in Rabi‘ ii 613 (July-August, 1216) by Amin al-Din 
'All al-Sufi al-Marghabi. Marghab, as Yaqut, Mu'jam al-bulddn viii 26 (Cairo 
edition) informs us, is the name of a village of Herat and also of a village of 
Malin ; it is also the name of a river near Merv, and of a river at Basra. With 
such an embarras de choix one would be inclined to prefer Merv, if a man could 
be called after a river, because that is nearest to Nishapur ; but I suspect it 
was the Herati village that gave Amin al-Din the unknown Sufi birth. 

There is something rather odd about that colophon, though it looks innocent 
enough at first glance. It is only when you look at the final colophon of C, 
summing up the whole anthology contained in that precious manuscript, that 
you remember what you were thinking of. 
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JU*1 Jf JjL— -.^cxL® o^b »A£^ s*J>\~*S^ K*a I <J^>- 

Alii A^) l£j)<y* (3jjl l^jiiJI 5LJLwl jl*^! {J 1 J IjuA A**v^ oKjLaj 

L l «*£■ t ^^-13 ^ LaL> j$T ^m ^ v ’^’ 

cJl^^rju^l cJb- ^ x2/+*\$ A>1> j^<Xma A«j I 

^»lia) jj ul*> 1<*2AA* ^ I Ajl^c->*» 2 I 1 ^ ^Iftj I 

Aj| iljb ^ 

A <sjJI 4> ^ .axm} i s—z>-j J^> 

Al)l \j& Jp y c> c/jJI oU 

cTU^a*ll ^ |j) A^~ 


Coincidence ? Two minds thinking alike ? Hardly ; the correspondences 
are too close ; and colophons of Persian manuscripts of that period are not so 
stereotyped as all that. No ; either the whole thing is phoney, which I am 
reluctant to believe on the palseographical evidence ; or Amin al-Din copied 
Ghiyath al-Din’s phrases because he liked them, or was too stupid or lazy to 
think of another formula ; or else the pair of them imitated a common source. 

A common source ? Yes, that might explain the two odd quatrains out. 

Well, a lot may be learned from figures, though they are sometimes decried 
by politicians, and how right they are. So here is a table showing the order of the 
quatrains in NY, with the corresponding items in C and ACB. 


NY 

C 

ACB 

NY 

C 

ACB 

NY 

C 

ACB 

1 

182 

144 

30 

161 

125 

59 

180 

122 

2 

145 

100 

31 

162 

126 

60 

158 

— 

3 

13 

110 

32 

163 

127 

61 

54 

29 

4 

15 

112 

33 

164 

— 

62 

55 

30 

5 

21 

— 

34 

165 

128 

63 

56 

31 

6 

22 

4 

35 

166 

129 

64 

57 

32 

7 

18 

— 

36 

167 

130 

65 

58 

— 

8 

175 

118 

37 

30 

14 

66 

59 

— 

9 

157 

123 

38 

31 

15 

67 

60 

33 

10 

160 

124 

39 

32 

16 

68 

61 

— 

11 

176 

119 

40 

33 

18 

69 

252 

41 

12 

172 

115 

41 

34 

17 

70 

70 

42 

13 

185 

147 

42 

35 

19 

71 

71 

43 

14 

186 

148 

43 

36 

— 

72 

72 

— 

15 

187 

— 

44 

37 

20 

73 

73 

— 

16 

188 

— 

45 

38 

21 

74 

74 

44 

17 

205 

150 

46 

39 

— 

75 

75 

— 

18 

206 

151 

47 

40 

22 

76 

77 

— 

19 

207 

— 

48 

41 

23 

77 

62 

34 

20 

208 

152 

49 

42 

24 

78 

63 

35 

21 

209 

153 

50 

43 

— 

79 

64 

— 

22 

210 

— 

51 

44 

25 

80 

65 

36 

23 

211 

154 

52 

45 

26 

81 

66 

37 

24 

212 

155 

53 

17 

114 

82 

67 

38 

25 

213 

— 

54 

173 

116 

83 

68 

39 

26 

214 

156 

55 

174 

117 

84 

69 

40 

27 

215 

157 

56 

177 

120 

85 

78 

45 

28 

216 

— 

57 

178 

— 

86 

79 

46 

29 

159 

169 

58 

179 

121 

87 

80 

47 
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NY 

C 

ACB 

88 

81 



89 

82 

48 

90 

83 

49 

91 

84 

50 

92 

85 

51 

93 

225 

— 

94 

226 

161 

95 

227 

— 

96 

228 

162 

97 

229 

163 

98 

230 

— 

99 

231 

164 

100 

232 

— 

101 

200 

139 

102 

201 

140 

103 

202 

141 

104 

203 

142 

105 

204 

— 

106 

181 

143 

107 

183 

145 

108 

184 

146 

109 

217 

158 

110 

218 

— 

111 

219 

— 

112 

220 



113 

221 

— 

114 

222 

159 

115 

223 

160 

116 

224 

— 

117 

249 

167 

118 

250 

168 

119 

251 

— 

120 

63 

35 

121 

— 



122 

2 



123 

19 

3 

124 

3 

5 

125 

20 

6 

126 

23 

7 

127 

24 

8 

128 

25 

9 

129 

26 

10 

130 

27 

11 

131 

28 

12 

132 

29 

13 

133 

127 

85 

134 

128 

86 

135 

129 

87 

136 

130 

88 

137 

131 

89 

138 

132 

— 

139 

133 

90 

140 

134 

— 

141 

135 

91 
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NY 

C 

ACB 

142 

136 

92 

143 

137 

93 

144 

138 

94 

145 

139 

95 

146 

— 

— 

147 

140 

— 

148 

141 

96 

149 

46 

— 

150 

47 

— 

151 

48 

— 

152 

49 

27 

153 

50 

— 

154 

51 

28 

155 

52 

— 

156 

53 

29 

157 

241 

166 

158 

242 

— 

159 

243 

— 

160 

244 

— 

161 

245 

— 

162 

246 

— 

163 

247 

— 

164 

248 

— 

165 

102 

66 

166 

103 

67 

167 

104 

— 

168 

105 

68 

169 

106 

— 

170 

107 

69 

171 

108 

— 

172 

109 

70 

173 

94 

58 

174 

95 

59 

175 

96 

60 

176 

97 

61 

177 

98 

62 

178 

99 

63 

179 

100 

64 

180 

101 

65 

181 

233 

— 

182 

234 

— 

183 

235 

165 

184 

236 

— 

185 

237 

— 

186 

238 

— 

187 

239 

— 

188 

240 

— 

189 

110 

71 

190 

111 

72 

191 

112 

73 

192 

113 

74 

193 

114 

75 

194 

115 

— 

195 

116 

76 


NY 

C 

ACB 

196 

117 

77 

197 

168 

131 

198 

193 

132 

199 

194 

133 

200 

195 

134 

201 

196 

135 

202 

197 

136 

203 

198 

137 

204 

199 

138 

205 

189 

149 

206 

190 

— 

207 

191 

— 

208 

192 

— 

209 

11 

108 

210 

12 

109 

211 

14 

111 

212 

16 

113 

213 

86 

52 

214 

87 

1 

215 

88 

53 

216 

89 

54 

217 

90 

2 

218 

91 

55 

219 

92 

56 

220 

93 

57 

221 

118 

— 

222 

119 

78 

223 

120 

79 

224 

121 

80 

225 

122 

— 

226 

124 

82 

227 

125 

83 

228 

126 

84 

229 

142 

97 

230 

143 

98 

231 

144 

99 

232 

146 

101 

233 

147 

102 

234 

148 

103 

235 

149 

104 

236 

150 

105 

237 

151 

106 

238 

152 

107 

239 

153 

— 

240 

154 

— 

241 

155 

— 

242 

156 

— 

243 

169 

— 

244 

170 

170 

245 

171 

171 

246 

76 

172 

247 

123 

81 


Curious, isn’t it ? I have looked at these figures this way and that, and 
made other comparative tables, but after a time the more I look at them the 
dizzier I get ; that’s what always happens with me and statistics. But certain 
things stand out a mile. First, of course, there is no shadow of doubt that C, 
NY, and ACB belong to the same family. Secondly, all of the 8 quatrains not 
found in NY (as compared with C) fall within the first 10 quatrains of C. 
From this I conclude speculatively that C and NY were transcribed indepen- 
dently of each other from a common source, and that that common source (X) 
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was written 4 quatrains to the page (8 to the folio) ; also that X lost one folio 
between the years 604 and 613. The quatrains C 2 = NY 122 and C 3 = NY 124 
were promoted by the copyist of C out of their original order in X so as to give 
an artistic beginning to his selection, in the same way that C 252 = NY 69 was 
relegated to give an artistic close. It might be possible to reconstruct the order 
of X, following the numeration of NY and assuming that X contained 254 
quatrains in 32 folios, or 4 kurrdsas. 

i-viii, 121-5, 5-6, 126-132, 37-52, 149-156, 61-8, 77-84, 69-76, 85-92, 
213-220, 173-180, 165-172, 189-196, 221-8, 133-148, 229-231, 2, 232-243, 
209-210, 3, 211, 4, 212, 53, 12, 54-5, 7-8, 11, 56-9, 9, 60, 10, 29-36, 197-204, 
101-5, 1, 106-8, 13-16, 205-8, 17-28, 109-116, 93-100, 181-8, 157-164, 
117-19, 244-7. 

The writing of NY ? Old Persian naskh, very like that of ACB but more 
consistently archaic, as might be expected of a manuscript compiled near the 
beginning, and not the middle, of the 13th century. The spelling shows the usual 
ancient features. There is one distinct eccentricity in NY 79, where is 
spelt 4$lc, presumably establishing that already as early as 1216, at all events 
in the province where Amin al-Dln, the Sufi of Marghab, lived, there was no 
noticeable difference of pronunciation between ^and <j. 

Variants ? Yes, there are a number as collated with C ; and it is note- 
worthy that nearly all these variants accord with ACB, where the 
corresponding quatrain is found in ACB. Though C is not yet published, 
presumably it will be some day ; and so here I have given the NY variants 
checked against the order in C, and counterchecked against ACB. 

C 19 3 oao, NY 123 = ACB 3 JfjjT 

C 20 3 j\jj NY 125 SL j oJj ACB 6 jL j jL sJjj 
C 26 3 = ACB 10 ^jTNY 129 (mg. corr. ) 

C 35 3 = ACB 19 NY 42 [sic] 

C 36 4 ja J JL NY 43 ja J 3 Jl> (not in ACB) 

C 38 2 NY 45 = ACB 21 
C 43 4 r }j cj >> NY 50 r yj <o (not in ACB) 

C 45 3 rt L> NY 52 = ACB 26 ^ 

C 48 2 ^ NY 151 ^ (not in ACB) 

C 49 3 = ACB 27 jU J^\i jC j> J3 NY 152 jL* 

C 49 4 oirr NY 152 = ACB 27 .iGlT 
C 58 3 Ljj NY 65 /U (not in ACB) 

C 59 3 ^ ^ NY 66 ^ (not in ACB) 

C 63 1 = ACB 35 = NY 78 ^ NY 120 f U ^ ^1 

C 63 2 = ACB 35 = NY 78 NY 120 
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C 63 3 = ACB 35 = NY 120 cJlTNY 78 jb 
C 64 1 UiU NY 79 lUU [sic] (not in ACB) 

C 66 3 j NY 81 = ACB 37 _>y. ^ 

C69 1 = ACB 40 jlj NY 84 ib 

C 70 3 JulT NY 70 = ACB 42 JcS 

C 73 2 U NY 73 = C (first hand) ^ (not in ACB) 

C 77 4 JLj NY 76 JL (not in ACB) 

C 79 1 - 2 . 4 J-,' NY 86 = ACB 46 J L-,' 

C 83 1 ^ C corr. = NY 90 = ACB 49 
C 97 2 ^ NY 176 = ACB 61 ^ 

C 100 4 = NY 179 mg. var. jj NY 179 = ACB 64 Jj 
C 104 1 jJ NY 167 j+j (not in ACB) 

C 109 3 = ACB 70 tiC) >. NY 172 .1 CJ >. 

C 114 4 = ACB 75 NY 193 
C 118 4 ^.> NY 221 (not in ACB) 

C 124 4 NY 226 = ACB 82 
C 129 2 = ACB 87 NY 135 Us 
C 131 1 - NY 137 ACB 89 
C 131 2 = NY 137 fa ACB 89 Jj 
C 141 2 1 j NY 148 = ACB 96 I \j 
C 145 4 = ACB 100 j* NY 2 ^ 

C 146 2 = ACB 101 j y 1 NY 232 j [sic] 

C 147 3 = ACB 102 ^ NY 233 _,U 
C 149 s = ACB 104 U y? NY 235 ~ij ^ 0y » 

C 152 2 = ACB 107 jib NY 238 cu. 

C 158 3 rJJ NY 60 p 3J <— (not in ACB) 

C 160 3 = ACB 124 j ^ NY 10 j jZ** ^ 

C 163 2 0 Ulj NY 32 = ACB 127 0 LiT 

C 173 2 J JX i. C 173 2nd hand NY 54 S J oJLi. ACB 116 $ 
C 177 1 = ACB 120 0 ^-. j JL ^ NY 56 JU 3 ^ 

C 188 4 c— >1 j> NY 16 o— I (not in ACB) 

C 190 3 Jit NY 206 ^Zs. (not in ACB) 

C 197 2 = ACB 136 ip. NY 202 up. 

C 198 4 = ACB 137 fl J NY 203 j\ J, 

C 199 1 = ACB 138 d j NY 204 ehj 
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C 199 1 = ACB 138 = NY 204 mg. NY 204 jl > jj 

C 201 3 ^ NY 102 = ACB 140 ^ 

C 203 1 NY 104 = ACB 142 ^ J 
C 206 2 = ACB 151 0 T S NY 18 dblj 
C 206 3 Lb NY 18 = ACB 151 

C 210 2 = NY 22 mg. C 210 1st hand = NY 22 (not in ACB) 

C 211 4 S ^ ^ NY 23 = ACB 154 kS 
C 212 2 kS NY 24 <kS (not in ACB) 

C 225 2 c—l .JuT NY 93 c-l i-T (not in ACB) 

C 226 3 - 4 = ACB 161 AUlr“ NY 94 <,fcTblc' 

C 229 1 y.lC NY 97 = ACB 163 j< C 
C 230 1 oIj-aj NY 98 ol^jsj y y> (not in ACB) 

C 232 2 jj j ^>'1 X NY 100 jj j llfi’l f (not in ACB) 

C 234 1 iyy NY 182 iyy [sic\ (not in ACB) 

C 238 3 0 LJT NY 186 6 U. I (not in ACB) 

C 240 1 <s y NY 188 (not in ACB) 

C 242 3 jjj NY 158 jj> (not in ACB) 

C 251 2 0J b NY 119 yjy (not in ACB) 

So now we have three very ancient copies of selections from Omar, all 
depending upon a common source. It is very gratifying to have reached so far. 
And it is a privilege and a pleasure to present these scattered notes to the 
author of the brilliant article on Omar in the Encyclopaedia, of Islam. 



